
Dear Elementary Families, 
 

We hope this letter finds you well.  As you know, on Thursday, April 9th, the Governor and 
State Secretary of Education announced that all Pennsylvania schools will remain closed for the rest 
of the school year.  While we were not surprised by the decision, it is no less disappointing to the 
administrators, teachers and staff.  We miss our students terribly and will continue to stay connected 
as a family as best as we can in this virtual environment. 
 
 
 
 
  In times of crisis and uncertainty, people yearn for answers.  Please recognize that our 
communication and our planning will remain methodical and deliberate.  We will continue to 
thoughtfully plan and communicate appropriately as information is provided to us.   
 
Instruction 

Since we closed the doors on March 13th, our teachers have provided enrichment and 
review of academic content through remote learning opportunities.  Our primary goal was and 
continues to be connecting with all students and making sure they know we are here for them. 
Additionally, we wanted to help them establish routines for this new way of learning, while ensuring 
that academic growth continues.  
 

Teachers are now beginning to transition their focus to introducing new content for the 
remainder of the school year.  We are committed to providing continuity of education for all 
students through these learning opportunities.  Now more than ever, it is important for families to 
work together as a team to engage both socially and academically.  Teachers will continue to update 
the weekly Google slide deck with a general outline of tasks and expectations, announcements, and 
important information.  This site can be accessed at: www.gettysburg.k12.pa.us/remote.  Our 
high level of care and allegiance to reaching and teaching our students remains.  As a school staff, 
we are committed to helping and supporting you and your family as you continue learning in this 
format.  

 
Students should continue to access their teacher’s Zoom meetings for more detailed 

explanations of learning opportunities.  Our expectation is that every effort be made by students to 
complete assignments in a timely manner.  We strongly encourage students to attend their teacher’s 
Zoom office hours and reach out directly to their teachers when they need help or have questions. 
One of the advantages to Remote Learning is that it offers unique opportunities for flexible learning 
and the ability for families to work at a pace that best suits their individual situations and schedules. 

http://www.gettysburg.k12.pa.us/remote


Please remember during this time, we are asking that you continue to put forth your very best 
efforts. 

 
 

Assessment  
At the conclusion of this school year you will receive a progress report from your child’s 

teacher.  This progress report will indicate your child’s level of progress made through March 13, 
2020 while we were still in school.  In addition, this progress report will include an evaluation of 
your child’s level of engagement during our remote learning period.  Teachers will utilize a 3-tiered 
observation system to assess student engagement. 
 

3 - Consistently engaged in remote learning 
2 - Often engaged in remote learning 
1 - Rarely/Never engaged in remote learning 
 
Patience, understanding, and grace are words to consider throughout these challenging, 

unsettling times.  Each day brings about a new set of challenges and unknowns.  Many kids and 
adults too, have more questions than answers.  Therefore, our hope is to provide a sense of safety 
and assurance, while offering normalcy and some routine, to our students throughout this learning 
plan.  Our students’ emotional well-being continues to be of high priority.  Please reach out to Mrs. 
Staub, Mrs. Effinger, or Mr. Hogg, our guidance counselors, for support. They too have information 
about setting up virtual sessions in the weekly Google slide deck. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Elementary Principals  
 
*Technology Issues/Needs - please contact helpdesk@gasd-pa.org 

mailto:helpdesk@gasd-pa.org

